WeTTREN A‘:

Mariannc Horlnko, bead of the EPA’s Superfund program, tslks with Libby asbestos victim and advocate Les Sknlnmul
following a meeﬂng at Libby City Haﬂ on Tuesday.

'EPA head reafﬁrms proml'sesu

By BRENT SHRUM
& ROGER MORRIS
. Western News Reporters
The EP.
trator assured community members
Tuesday that the federal agency was
on track with cleanup eflorts and the
govemment would address the enor-
mous health care and economic
development issues facing Libby.
Marianne Horinko, deputy admin-
istrator of the EPA’s Office of Solid
Waste and Emergency Response,

toured the cleanup sites in the Libby

area and met with city council mem-
bers, the county commissioners and
community members.’

“It’s one thing to sit back in

’s top Superfund adminis-

—
B Work is on schedule says EPA

. ' See Page 3
B Delegation comments
See Page 3

Washington, D.C., and read reports
of what is happening in Libby,”

_ Horinko said. “It’s another thing to

come here and see the sites and meet
the people.”

During a visit t0 one of the
cleanup sites, Horinko noticed that
the property owner had to stop from
time to time to catch his breath,

“It just drives home.to you how
very real this is for the folks in

9 ST

Libby who are living with this every

. day,” she said.

New EPA regnonnl administrator
Robbie Roberts was in town along
with Horinko and agreed with her on
the value of the personal visit..

“It was a very important and inter-
esting subject, but now it’s an impor-
tant and interesting subject that I can

.visualize better than before,” he said.

Libby remains the EPA’s highest

priority in the nation for cleanup,

Horinko said.
“Ir addition, we're looking out

-across the country to meke sure we

have no other Libbys out there,” she
See Horinko on Page 2
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